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SOMETHING  NEW  AND  IMPORTANT 


R.  S.  Yeoman 

If  you  have  heard  a  rumor  that  WHITMAN  is  going  to  come  out  with 
a  coin  magazine,  it’s  true — we  are. 

We  have  made  no  attempt  to  be  secretive  about  it.  My  staff  and  I  have 
been  engaged  in  a  person  to  person  survey  during  the  past  few  months  at 
conventions,  by  telephone  and  correspondence.  To  everyone  who  will  listen 
we  have  described  our  growing  problem  brought  about  by  the  quickening 
pace  of  price  changes  of  United  States,  Canadian,  English,  Mexican  and 
World  coins  in  general,  coupled  with  frequent  new  issues  and  discoveries 
which  have  the  effect  of  making  the  books  out  of  dale  much  too  rapidly. 

Without  exception  our  friends  have  agreed  with  us  that  we  must  take 
some  means  to  fill  this  vacuum  between  editions  by  publishing  regular 
frequent  bulletins. 

We  have  accordingly  come  up  with  the  following  tentative  program,  an 
undertaking  which  presents  no  technical  or  production  problems  because 
we  have  every  facility  and  skill  at  hand  to  accomplish  it: 

The  bulletin  will  take  the  form  of  a  magazine  with  a  page  size  exactly 
that  of  the  Red  Book  and  the  others.  This  permits  removal  of  pages  of 
supplementary  material  and  inconspicuous  insertion  in  any  standard 
WHITMAN  coin  reference  book.  The  size  is  5  x  7/j  inches. 

It  will  be  a  monthly  publication.  The  January  number  will  appear 
December  15  and  on  that  date  each  month  thereafter. 

Contents  will  include  principally  supplementary  valuations  and  new 
data  augmented  by  timely  related  articles  on  all  numismatic  subjects. 
Many  full  length  manuscripts  now  on  hand  and  to  be  acquired  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  serial  form  in  the  magazine  before  going  on  the  market  in  book 
form.  Special  features  will  balance  the  periodical,  and  a  modest  part  of 
the  magazine  will  be  set  aside  for  advertising.  We  expect  to  distribute  by 
subscription  only  at  $3.50  per  year  of  twelve  issues.  An  advance,  charter 
subscription  rate  of  $3.00  will  be  offered  soon. 

We  hope  our  MERCHANDISER  reader  friends  arc  one  tenth  as  ex¬ 
cited  and  enthusiastic  as  we  are  about  this  latest  WHITMAN  venture.  Wc 
are  convinced  that  the  immediate  result  of  this  new  periodical  will  be  to 
swell  the  importance  and  broaden  the  scope  and  reliability  of  all  WHIT¬ 
MAN  coin  reference  books  in  the  eyes  of  the  numismatic  fraternity. 


R.  S.  Yeoman 
Vice-President  and 
General  Manager 
Coin  Supply  Division 


THIRD  EDITION 
ENGLISH  CATALOG 
REFLECTS  ACTIVE  MARKET 

A  new  edition  of  the  GUIDE  BOOK 
OF  ENGLISH  COINS  has  just  been 
released.  This  catalog,  now'  in  its  third 
edition,  has  been  completely  revised  with 
up-to-the-minute  information  about  all 
English  coins  of  the  19th  and  20th  cen¬ 
turies.  With  collectors’  interest  in  Eng¬ 
lish  coins  at  an  all-time  high,  this  third 
edition  should  do  much  to  assist  col¬ 
lectors  in  keeping  abreast  of  the  very 
noteworthy  adjustment  in  prices  that 
took  place  during  the  past  year. 


The  128-pagc  hard  cover  catalog, 
w-ritten  by  K.  E.  Bressctt,  covers  all  Eng¬ 
lish  coins  from  1797  to  date.  Explana¬ 
tory  notes  and  up-to-date  prices  arc 
given  for  every  date  and  major  variety. 
All  mint  records  and  pertinent  data  arc 
included  to  make  this  book  as  easy  to 
use  as  the  U.  S.  and  Canadian  catalogs. 
In  keeping  with  other  WHITMAN 
catalogs,  each  type  of  coin  is  illustrated 
and  discussed  prior  to  the  listings  cover¬ 
ing  dates  and  values.  Coins  arc  grouped 
according  to  denomination  from  the 
smallest  to  the  largest. 

This  was  the  first  major  revision  of 
the  English  catalog  since  publication  in 
its  present  form  last  year.  As  is  usual 
with  a  pioneer  work  of  this  nature,  many 
corrections  were  necessary.  Several  new 
coins  were  added  to  the  listing,  and 
many  minor  varieties  which  arc  now- 
deemed  to  be  important  enough  were 
also  included.  One  coin  in  particular, 
the  1938  shilling,  which  was  omitted 
from  the  first  edition  through  a  typo¬ 
graphical  error,  was  reinstated  this  time. 


Most  of  the  other  coins  that  were  added 
were  rare  specimens  that  had  been  pre¬ 
viously  unrecorded.  Conversely,  some 
coins  were  deleted  from  this  year’s  list 
— the  1875  farthing  with  obverse  of 
1873  and  small  date,  in  particular,  since 
it  is  questionable  that  this  coin  exists. 
The  1945  silver  threepence  prices  were 
also  removed  from  this  catalog  because 
mint  records  indicate  that  the  entire  is¬ 
sue  was  melted  and  never  released. 
Other  minor  errata  were  corrected 
throughout  the  entire  book.  We  feel  it 
is  now  technically  correct  in  every  as¬ 
pect,  and  the  usefulness  of  the  book  has 
been  greatly  expanded. 

Price  revisions  were,  of  course,  the 
most  important  of  all  changes.  Many 
English  coins  have  doubled  and  tripled 
in  value  since  the  first  catalog.  Most 
price  increases  were  apparent  in  the  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine,  Uncirculated  and  Proof 
categories.  Coins  in  conditions  less  than 
Extremely  Fine  showed  only  minor  price 
adjustments.  The  most  outstanding 
price  rise  was  the  1850  half  sovereign 
which  jumped  from  $28  Uncirculated 
to  $250. 

Since  publication  of  this  new  edition, 
the  British  government  has  released  gold 
sovereigns  dated  1962  and  1963.  It  is 
regrettable  that  the  information  was  not 
received  in  time  for  inclusion,  but  this 
hardly  distracts  from  the  completeness 
of  the  catalog. 

Collectors  of  English  coins  will  find  it 
a  handy  source  of  casy-to-find  informa¬ 
tion  and  an  accurate  guide  to  present- 
day  values.  The  casual  inquirer,  too,  will 
have  no  difficulty  in  locating  coins  in 
this  book  and  learning  all  he  wants  to 
know  about  them.  The  retail  price  is  $1. 


into  this  magazine  in  an  effort  to  make 
it  not  only  enjoyable  to  all  collectors, 
but  a  top-notch  silent  salesman  for 
everyone  concerned  with  the  WHIT¬ 
MAN  line.  We  predict  that  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  the  WHITMAN  line  will  reach 
even  greater  heights  stimulated  by  this 
magazine.  We  will  be  looking  forward  to 
your  support  when  a  special  intro¬ 
ductory  subscription  offer  will  be  ntailed 
to  you  within  the  next  few  weeks.  We 
want  all  of  our  dealer  friends  to  sub¬ 
scribe  to  the  Journal,  and  we  hope  that 
you  will  bring  this  to  the  attention  of 
each  of  your  customers. 


Serious  consideration  has  been  given 
to  the  thought  of  adding  a  complete 
series  of  magnifying  glasses  to  the  line 
for  the  convenience  of  the  many  outlets 
that  have  trouble  finding  them  through 
other  channels.  We  have  approved  a 
selection  of  nine  different  styles  of  mag¬ 
nifiers — many  of  these  designed  specif¬ 
ically  for  the  extremely  close  work  of 
the  stamp  or  coin  hobbyist.  Our  speci¬ 
fications  centered  around  not  only  qual¬ 
ity  but  a  low  price,  in  keeping  with  other 
WHITMAN  values.  A  formal  an¬ 
nouncement  of  this  new  line  will  be 
made  as  soon  as  details  are  finalized.  We 
predict  that  it  will  be  the  finest  line  of 
inexpensive  magnifiers  ever  offered  in 
this  country. 

NEW  DISPLAY  CARDS 
WILL  AID  COLLECTORS 

The  newest  coin  collector’s  aid  from 
WHITMAN  is  aimed  at  the  many  col¬ 
lectors  of  Confederate  currency.  This 
series,  which  has  been  so  popular  during 
the  Centennial  years  of  the  Civil  War. 
is  one  in  which  almost  every  collector 
has  at  least  a  passing  interest. 

A  complete  type  set  of  Confederate 
currency  is  not  as  staggering  as  many 
people  believe  it  to  be.  A  mere  72  pieces 
will  round  out  a  set  of  which  every  col- 


Last  year  in  a  special  Christmas  pro¬ 
motion  the  U.  S.  Coin  Hobby  Starter  Kit 
was  introduced  to  our  line.  This  proved 
to  be  an  outstanding  success  and  will  be 
promoted  once  again  tins  year.  Several 
features  have  been  added  to  make  it 
more  eye-appealing,  and  a  mate  to  it, 
the  Canadian  Coin  Hobby  Starter  Kit, 
will  be  introduced  at  the  same  time. 
Watch  for  special  announcements  and 
promotional  advertising. 

During  the  past  three  months  most  of 
our  editorial  energy  has  been  expended 
on  the  forthcoming  Whitman  Numis¬ 
matic  Journal.  A  considerable  amount 
of  thought  and  preparation  has  gone 


lector  can  be  proud.  Many  of  these  notes 
are  readily  available  and  popularly 
priced.  The  series  does,  however,  present 
a  challenge  with  a  few  notes  which  are 
more  difficult  to  obtain. 

A  survey  of  the  market  indicates  that 
many  collectors  would  welcome  an  easy 
method  of  becoming  interested  in  this 
series  and  a  convenient  method  of  dis¬ 
playing  their  collection.  We  think  their 
needs  will  be  fulfilled  by  the  new 
CONFEDERATE  CURRENCY  TYPE 
CARDS  which  are  being  added  to  the 
line.  This  item  consists  of  a  set  of  72  at¬ 
tractively  printed  cards  illustrating  and 
describing  each  of  the  major  varieties  of 
Confederate  currency.  Each  card  con¬ 
tains  on  the  front  side  a  three-quarter 
size  illustration  of  the  note  and  a  short 
one-line  description  of  it.  The  back  of 
the  card  contains  a  brief  historical  ac¬ 
count  of  the  note  and  the  major  scene 
depicted  thereon.  The  arrangement  ami 
data  used  on  these  cards  was  prepared 
by  a  well-known  pair  of  Confederate 
currency  experts,  B.  M.  Douglas  and 
Brent  H.  Hughes. 

These  cards  are  designed  to  fit  in  the 
standard  WHITMAN  Bil-Sert  pages. 
The  collector  inserts  his  collection  of 
Confederate  currency  in  the  same  pocket 
covering  the  printed  illustration.  This 
allows  the  short  description  to  be  seen 
above  each  note,  and  the  historical  ac¬ 
count  on  the  back  may  be  viewed  by 
turning  the  page.  Where  a  note  is  miss¬ 
ing  from  his  collection,  the  illustration 
will  preserve  continuity  of  the  scries  until 
that  piece  can  be  acquired.  The  cards 
may  also  be  used  in  numerous  other 
ways  to  display  a  collection  of  Confed¬ 
erate  currency. 

The  cards,  which  are  numbered  in  a 
scries  of  from  1  to  72,  come  in  an  attrac¬ 
tive  package  with  instructions  and  sug¬ 
gestions  for  use.  Also  included  in  the 
package  is  a  pressure-sensitive  label  de¬ 
signed  to  be  used  on  the  cover  of  the 
thrcc-ring  binder  used  to  house  the  Bil- 
Sert  pages.  The  stock  number  of  this 
item  is  9352  and  the  retail  price  is  $1.95. 


Once  again  October  is  upon  us  and 
collectors  throughout  the  country  arc 
well  aware  that  this  is  the  season  for  a 
new  Blue  Book. 

The  HANDBOOK  OF  U.  S.  COINS 
by  R.  S.  Yeoman  is  now  in  its  2 1st  re¬ 
vised  edition.  At  this  writing  the  new 
catalogs  are  almost  ready  for  shipment 
and  should  be  reaching  dealers  through¬ 
out  the  country  simultaneously  with  this 
Merchandiser.  The  Blue  Book,  as  you 
well  know,  is  the  second  most  popular 
coin  book  in  the  world,  preceded  onlv 
by  the  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  U.  S. 
COINS,  also  by  R.  S.  Yeoman.  Once 
again,  the  price  of  this  128-page  hard 
cover  book  has  been  held  at  $1  retail. 

Collectors  and  dealers  alike  use  the 


Blue  Book  to  determine  the  premium 
value  on  all  U.  S.  coins.  This  year  a  very 
special  effort  has  been  made  to  see  that 
all  values  listed  arc  as  close  to  average 
market  conditions  as  possible.  The 
same  panel  of  contributors  that  priced 
the  GUIDE  BOOK  were  used  to  evalu¬ 
ate  coins  in  the  HANDBOOK,  thus  as¬ 
suring  a  balance  of  opinions  of  the 
professional  men  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  who  are  actively  buying  and 
selling  these  coins  every  day.  In  the  past, 
collectors  have  expressed  the  feeling  that 
prices  in  the  HANDBOOK  have  been 
unrealistic.  This  was  not  entirely  true, 
however,  but  simply  reflected  a  different 
market  condition  in  which  dealer's  were 
not  overly  eager  to  purchase  a  surplus 


quantity  of  coins.  The  picture  is  quite 
different  today,  since  the  demand  quite 
often  surpasses  the  supply  of  coins  and 
thus  a  dealer  must  pay  a  greater  per¬ 
centage  of  retail  value  to  replenish  his 

The  21st  edition  of  the  HANDBOOK 
has  been  revised  in  many  ways  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  price  changes.  Several  new  pho¬ 
tographs  have  been  used  and  many 
others  replaced  with  clearer  illustrations. 
Minor  adjustments  have  been  made  in 
the  text  to  further  clarify  certain  sections 
of  the  book.  The  condition  giading 
chart,  which  was  introduced  last  year, 
has  been  continued  in  its  same  form. 
Collectors  throughout  the  country  have 
unanimously  expressed  their  approval  of 
this  feature. 

It  seems  as  if  typographical  errors  will 
forever  be  the  thorn  in  the  side  of  all 
editors.  Last  year  was  no  exception,  but 
the  number  was  by  far  the  smallest  ever. 
Only  two  or  three  price  or  coinage  fig¬ 
ures  were  transposed.  These  figures  arc 
constantly  checked  and  rechecked  to  see 
that  such  errors  arc  not  perpetuated.  The 
fact  that  certain  coinage  figures  have, 
from  time  to  time,  been  misquoted  has, 
however,  been  as  much  of  an  aid  to  us 
as  a  hindrance.  It  seems  that  whenever 
some  unscrupulous  person  attempts  to 
plagiarize  our  publications,  he  ends  up 
copying  a  typographical  error.  This  is 
accepted  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  his 
misdeeds. 

In  checking  through  the  new  edition  I 
have  found  only  one  erroneous  coinage 
figure — that  of  the  1795  half  dollar,  so 
be  war>-  of  this  one  if  you  have  any  ulte¬ 
rior  motives. 


CANADIAN  MINT  SET  HOLDERS  EAGERLY  RECEIVED 


Collectors  in  both  the  United  States 
and  Canada  have  been  enthusiastic  in 
their  response  for  the  new  plastic  Cana¬ 
dian  Mint  Set  holder.  This  holder,  which 
is  designed  to  house  a  complete  Year  Set 
of  Canadian  coinage,  has  been  on  the 
want  list  of  many  collectors  because  it 
will  accommodate  their  coins  at  a  very 
reasonable  price — 44<“.  The  price  of  a 
Canadian  Mint  Set  is  $3,  and  collectors 
have  been  reluctant  to  pay  $1.50  or  $2 
for  an  appropriate  holder.  The  new,  in¬ 
expensive  WHITMAN  holder  fulfills 
this  need  with  the  same  attractiveness 
and  protection  offered  by  any  other 
holder  on  the  market.  This  is  a  typical 
example  of  why  WHITMAN  is  the  most 
sought  after  line  of  coin  supplies. 

The  Canadian  holder  is  somewhat 
larger  and,  therefore,  higher  in  price 
than  the  United  States  Mint  Set  holder 
because  it  contains  a  silver  dollar,  which 
is  not  included  in  the  U.  S.  series.  'ITc 
2”  by  ll/i"  size,  however,  will  fit  in  the 


plastic  coin  storage  box  and  makes  an 
excellent  choice  for  complete  protection 
of  these  attractive  coins.  The  stock  num¬ 
ber  of  this  item  is  9734  and  the  price 
has  been  shaved  to  44 4  each  retail  and 
not  49^  as  was  predicted  in  the  last  issue 
of  the  Merchandiser. 

U.  S.  collectors  are  just  as  interested 
in  these  holders  as  our  Canadian  friends 
because  Canadian  Mint  Sets  are  so  easily 
available.  Many  collectors  purchase 
them  each  year  directly  from  the  Mint 


just  as  they  do  U.  S.  coins.  The  set  con¬ 
sists  of  one  coin  of  each  denomination 
from  the  cent  to  the  dollar  in  perfect 
uncirculated  proof-like  condition.  The 
Canadian  Mint  docs  not  issue  actual 
proof  coins. 

A  set  of  uncirculated  coins  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  sending  $3  to  Coins  Uncircu¬ 
lated,  P.  O.  Box  470,  Ottawa  2,  Ontario. 
Sets  of  the  1963  coins  may  not  be  or¬ 
dered  after  October  31.  After  January  1, 
the  new  1964  sets  may  be  obtained. 


MODERN  EQUIPMENT  HANDLES 
300  ITEM  LINE  WITH  EASE 


The  problems  of  storing  and  shipping 
the  300  various  items  in  the  Whitman 
Coin  Supply  Line  are  numerous,  as  you 
can  well  imagine.  This  Herculean  task 
is  handled  smoothly  and  efficiently, 
however,  by  our  capable  shipping  fore¬ 
man,  Mr.  Herman  Porcaro,  his  staff  of 
experienced  personnel,  and  the  latest 
shipping  equipment  and  procedures. 

The  bulk  of  the  Coin  Supply  Line  is 
contained  in  two  large  storage  areas  at 
WHITMAN’S  Plant  7  in  Racine.  This 
backlog  of  supplies  is  used  to  replenish 
items  along  the  actual  shipping  line, 
which  is  an  area  of  approximately  15,000 
square  feet.  The  shipping  line  consists  of 


follows  a  direct  route  on  conveyor  belts 
from  beginning  to  end  where  there  is  no 
double  handling  of  cartons.  Each  order 
is  kept  together  as  a  unit  regardless  of 
the  number  of  cartons. 

Before  an  order  is  received  in  the  ship¬ 
ping  room  it  has  already  been  screened 
to  see  that  no  items  are  out  of  stock  and 
has  been  routed  by  the  traffic  depart¬ 
ment  for  the  most  efficient  means  of 
transportation.  The  billing  department 
has  also  seen  a  copy  of  the  order  by  this 
time,  and  our  UNIVAC  III  is  already 
computing  a  bill  of  lading  and  taking 
care  of  perpetual  inventory  records.  A 
shipping  stencil  is  cut  and  attached  to 
each  order  as  it  starts  through  the 
shipping  line.  A  scries  of  codes  tells  the 
packers  where  each  order  starts  and 
ends. 

An  average-sized  order  goes  through 
the  shipping  procedure  from  start  to  fin¬ 
ish  in  approximately  three  hours.  A  final 
step  in  preparing  a  sirpment  is  one  last 
check  to  see  that  every  item  has  been  in¬ 
cluded.  All  along  the  line  every  precau- 

Sole*  Manager  Pete  Foenter  discusses  on  upcoming 


Mildred  Schocppe  explains  the  weighing  operation 
to  Editor  Ken  Bressett. 

tion  is  taken  to  see  that  the  exact  items 
and  quantities  ordered  arc  included  with 
each  shipment.  Naturally,  slip-ups  oc¬ 
casionally  do  happen  but  they  are  so 
infrequent  that,  considering  the  size  of 
the  line,  they  arc  almost  negligible.  In 
the  event  that  something  does  go  wrong, 
immediate  steps  are  always  taken  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  oversight  and  see  that  merchan¬ 
dise  is  kept  flowing  smoothly  and  quickly 
to  all  jobbers. 

shipment  with  foreman  Joe  Reinhofcr. 


An  almost  ondloss  line  of  cortons  passes  hero  each 
day. 

a  conveyor  system  that  is  350  feet  long. 
Orders  start  at  one  end  of  this  conveyor 
and  travel  up  and  down  two  long  aisles 
where  packers  arc  stationed  to  insert  the 
proper  merchandise  in  each  carton. 
When  orders  are  completly  filled  and 
snugly  packed  at  the  end  of  the  line,  they 
travel  across  a  scale  for  shipping  infor¬ 
mation  and  are  stenciled  with  the  desti¬ 
nation  address. 

The  merchandise  then  completes  its 
trip  of  approximately  1,000  feet  and  is 
sorted  and  goes  directly  to  the  proper 
truck  headed  for  central  distribution 
points.  In  this  manner  the  merchandise 
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